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It's not often a CIOB member is at 
the heart of government. 

Eddie Hughes, Conservative 
MP for Walsall North and an 
"enthusiastic cheerleader" for 
the Institute, as he puts it, was 
appointed minister for housing and 
rough sleeping earlier this year. 

He took some time out from 
his government duties to talk 
to CM about both his career in 
construction and his ministerial 
brief (see p16-20). 

Among his key responsibilities 
are the New Homes Quality Board, 
the New Homes Ombudsman (which 
will be introduced through the 
Building Safety Bill) and the Social 
Housing White Paper. All these new 
initiatives and legislation will have 
a significant impact on industry 
culture and the working lives of 
almost everyone in the 
built environment sector. 

Since joining the industry in 
the early 1990s, Hughes has seen 
"massive change", but recognises 
that there are many areas where 
construction is still lagging 
behind other sectors, notably 
diversity, digital engagement 
and, of course, its ability to 
consistently deliver a high 
quality and safe product. 

Hughes was previously chair 
of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group for Excellence in the Built 
Environment, so knows all about 
construction's shortcomings in 
this area - and the CIOB's work 
to drive up standards, which 
he praises. 

Now, with a raft of legislation 
on its way, a new era of tighter 
regulation and more demanding 
customers awaits the industry. 
Cutting corners on quality will 
no longer be tolerated. 

As Hughes puts it: "All 
construction professionals must 
drive for better quality and 
safer buildings." 

Will Mann 
Editor, 
Construction Manager 
and BIMplus 
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