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PROFESSIONAL BODIES RESPOND TO PROPOSALS 
FROM GOVERNMENT TO FIT HIGH-RISE BLOCKS 
WITH SPRINKLERS AND SAFETY SIGNAGE

CIOB, RICS and RIBA welcome 
high-rise fire safety measures

The CIOB’s Eddie 
Tuttle: “It is a very 
welcome move”

The Building a Safer Future Charter, 
set up to drive construction culture 
change following the Hackitt review, 
will base its benchmarking and 
verification system on a model used 
by the chemical sector.

The Considerate Constructors 
Scheme has been appointed by the 
‘Early Adopters group’ to develop 
and manage the Charter.  

CCS CEO Amanda Long told CM 
that the Charter needed independent 
verification to have substance.

“We plan to work closely with, 
and learn from, the ‘Responsible 
Care’ approach adopted by 
the chemical industry,” she 
explained. “We intend to go 
beyond that approach and exceed 
their requirements in relation to 
independent verification.”

Responsible Care is a voluntary 
initiative, adopted by 96 of the 
world’s 100 largest chemical 
producers, which commits 
signatories to continuously 
improving their health, safety 
and environmental performance, 
and relations with neighbours 
and the public.  

“We are focusing on raising 
standards in the industry and 
building public trust in relation to 
building safety,” said Long. 

“We will do this by providing a 
robust approach to benchmarking 
and independent verification of 
projects, as well as providing a  
public portal for anyone to raise 
concerns they may have about the 
safety of a building.

“We will be establishing a 
working group over the summer to 
assist and advise on benchmarking 
and verification,” she added.
Amanda Long interview, p28

Why is cladding remediation 
so slow? p30

“This measure 
will finally 

provide the 
clarity that is 
needed, not 

just within our 
industry, but 
also for the 

public and the 
fire service”

Eddie Tuttle,  
CIOB

schools and care home buildings of 11m in 
height or above, as well as the retrofitting 
of sprinklers in buildings when relevant 
refurbishment takes place. 

They also provided evidence to the 
government’s consultation on changes 
to the statutory guidance on building 
safety regulations.

The response to the consultation 
proposes lowering the height threshold 
for sprinklers in new blocks of flats and 
introduces new guidance on wayfinding 
signage and evacuation alert systems. 
These amendments reduce the height 
threshold for sprinklers in blocks of 
flats from 30m to 11m, and introduce 
new guidance on consistent wayfinding 
signage in blocks of flats over 11m to 
assist firefighters.

The government has noted that the 
evidence submitted by the CIOB, RICS, 
RIBA and others clearly demonstrated 
“the benefits to life, safety and in 
reducing the degree of damage by 
installing sprinklers in blocks of flats”. 

Eddie Tuttle, director of policy, 
research and public affairs at the 
CIOB, said: “It is a very welcome 
move by the government to lower the 
height threshold for the installation 
of sprinklers. The CIOB and our sister 
professional bodies have long believed 
it is a necessary change and will go a 
long way to improving the fire safety 
of buildings in the UK. This measure 
will finally provide the clarity that is 
needed, not just within our industry, 
but also for the public and the fire 
service.” ●

Building safety 
benchmarking to 
follow chemical 
industry model

The Chartered Institute of Building 
(CIOB), the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA) have jointly welcomed new 
measures from the government which 
will ensure many more high-rise blocks 
will be fitted with sprinkler systems and 
safety signs.

The three institutes have been calling 
for a change in government policy on 
high-rise blocks for over a year. 

In March 2019 – ahead of a West-
minster Hall debate on fire safety and 
sprinkler systems – the CIOB, RICS and 
RIBA issued a joint statement calling 
on the government to require the 
installation of sprinklers in all new and 
converted residential buildings, hotels, 
hospitals, student accommodation, 
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THE CONSIDERATE CONSTRUCTORS 
SCHEME HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY THE 
‘EARLY ADOPTERS GROUP’ TO DEVELOP AND 
MANAGE THE BUILDING A SAFER FUTURE 
CHARTER. WILL MANN FINDS OUT MORE 
FROM CCS CHIEF EXECUTIVE AMANDA LONG

CCS READY 
FOR KEY ROLE 
IN BUILDING A 
SAFER FUTURE

ANALYSIS constructionmanagermagazine.com

What are the aims of the Building a 
Safer Future (BSF) Charter and the 
Early Adopters group?
The Charter has been established to drive 
a culture change in the construction 
industry, to ensure buildings are safe 
for those living and working in them 
and protect life by putting safety first, 
ahead of all other building priorities. 

We are focusing on raising standards 
in the industry and building public trust 
in relation to building safety. We will 
do this by providing a robust approach 
to benchmarking and independent 
verification of projects, plus a public 
portal for anyone to raise concerns 
about the safety of a building. 

At the same time, we are developing 
the BSF Charter’s Learning and 
Excellence Hub to create a community 
where best practice on building safety 
is shared and relevant examples, case 
studies and resources are signposted. 

The BSF Charter is being set up by 
the Considerate Constructors Scheme 
(CCS), which was appointed by the 
early adopters in an open selection 
process earlier this year. We are working 
closely with the Early Adopters, the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities & 
Local Government and other relevant 
organisations to take forward the Charter.

How will CCS be supporting the 
Charter as its administrative partner?
The CCS has set up Building a Safer 
Future, including the Charter, as a 
separate not-for-profit legal entity and 
is providing leadership and expertise to 
make the BSF Charter happen.   

How will you be working with the 
Early Adopters group?
Early Adopters will be leading on 
sharing their examples of best practice 
in building safety through the BSF 
Charter’s Learning and Excellence Hub. 

We are in touch with over 100 key 
industry organisations requesting 

“We are in touch with over 100  
key industry organisations requesting case 

studies and resources on building safety,  
to ensure we have relevant, fresh content 

which helps organisations across the industry 
and beyond learn from one another”

Amanda Long,  
Considerate Constructors Scheme

case studies and resources on building 
safety, to ensure we have relevant, fresh 
content which helps organisations 
across the industry and beyond learn 
from one another and apply these 
learnings to drive real cultural change.

 
How will the independent 
benchmarking and verification work?
To demonstrate that the BSF Charter 
has substance and is underpinned by 
benchmarking, it will be necessary 
to have an effective approach to 
independent verification. 

We plan to work closely with, and 
learn from, the ‘Responsible Care’ 
approach adopted by the chemical 
industry. We intend to go beyond that 
approach and exceed their requirements 
in relation to independent verification. 

We will be establishing a working 
group over the summer to assist and 
advise on benchmarking and verification. 

How will the independent public 
portal work, and how will engagement 
with the public on building safety be 
improved through the Charter?
Engaging with the public is a crucial 
element of making sure the BSF Charter 
helps drive forward the cultural change 
needed to rebuild public trust and 
confidence in building safety. Offering an 
independent and accessible route for the 
public to raise any issues or concerns is 
fundamental to underpinning its value. 

How does this work with the Charter 
fit with the wider role of the CCS?
The BSF Charter’s ethos aligns and 
reflects the fundamental cornerstones 
of the CCS. Like the CCS, Building a 
Safer Future, including the Charter, is a 
not-for-profit entity and is established 
to help build public trust and raise 
standards in the industry.  ●
For more information and to become 
a registered signatory of the Charter, 
visit: buildingasaferfuture.org.uk.


































































